
Standards
Implementation of standards in management 

of cultural heritage



Housekeeping

29.11.2024. RCtoDC webinar: Standards

• Please make sure your microphones are muted during the presentation.

• If you have any questions, feel free to ask them in the chat.



Overview

• Importance of standards in cultural heritage institutions

• Object ID standard

• Spectrum standard

• Dublin core

• The Europeana Data Model 
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Object ID standard

• International standard for the minimum information needed to identify art, 
antiques, and antiquities

• Launched in 1997 by the Getty Information Institute 

• Since 2004, ICOM holds the license rights to promote the use of this standard

Why is Object ID needed?

• Crucial to the protection of cultural objects

• Internationally recognised as a necessary and effective tool when inventorying 
a collection

29.11.2024. RCtoDC webinar: Standards



Categories of information 

Nine main categories of information:

1. Type of Object

2. Materials & Techniques

3. Measurements

4. Inscriptions & Markings

5. Distinguishing Features

6. Title

7. Subject

8. Date or Period

9. Maker

Five additional categories of information:

1. Inventory number

2. Related Written Material

3. Place of Origin/Discovery

4. Cross Reference to Related Objects

5. Date Documented
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Type of Object
What type of object is it?
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Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).

Art & Architecture Thesaurus (AAT): 
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/


Measurements
What is the size and/or weight of the object? 
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Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).



Materials & Techniques
What materials is the object made of? How was it made? 
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Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).



Inscriptions & Markings

Are there any identifying markings, numbers, or inscriptions on the object?

• Any text or markings added during or after the object’s creation

• Location(s) of inscriptions and markings

• Important for identifying objects

• Should be recorded exactly as they appear, including any errors
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Detail, Jacques-Louis David, Death of Marat, 1793, (Royal 
Museum of Fine Arts, Brussels; photo: Steven Zucker, CC 
BY-NC-SA 2.0) © 2024 Smarthistory

© 2023 ROSEBERYS ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

© 2002-2024 Area of Design. All rights reserved.© 2022 Lone Quixote.
All rights reserved 

https://flic.kr/p/qbVk6d


Are there any identifying markings, numbers, or inscriptions 
on the object?
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Inscriptions & Markings

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).



When was the object made?
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Date or Period

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).



Do you know who made the object?
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Maker

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).



What is pictured or represented?
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ICONCLASS: https://iconclass.org/

Subject

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).

https://iconclass.org/


Does the object have a title by which it is known and 
might be identified?
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Title

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).



Distinguishing Features

Does the object have any physical characteristics that could help to identify it?

• An object’s physical condition is a key way to uniquely identify it

• E.g., scratches, stains, cracks, repairs, etc.

• Combination of description, photographs and sketches

• Features chosen should be large enough to see with the naked eye

• Location of the distinguishing feature selected should always be recorded

Note on security:

Details of distinguishing features should not be publicly shared for security reasons.
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© THE FINE ARTS CONSERVANCY/STONELEDGE, LLC

© THE FINE ARTS CONSERVANCY/STONELEDGE, LLC



Does the object have any physical characteristics that 
could help to identify it?
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Distinguishing Features

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).



Description

• The Object ID checklist recommendation: information covered in the 
mentioned categories, and a short description that can include 
further information to help identify the object

• Can be written in two ways: record information not covered in other 
categories, or summarize the information recorded under other 
categories in a unified entry

• Photographs are of crucial importance, the written description and 
the accompanying photographs should be complementary

• Specialist jargon should be avoided, as should non-specific adjectives 
such as interesting, old, rare, and important
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Description

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).
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Inventory Number

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).
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Related Written Material

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).
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Place of Origin/Discovery

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).
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Cross Reference to Related 
Objects

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).

Anne of Denmark, John de Critz, the elder 
(© National Portrait Gallery, London).
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Date Documented

Portrait of Queen Anne of Denmark, attributed to John 
de Critz, the elder (© National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, London).



Photography

• Photographs can be very helpful when it comes to identifying an object

• Object ID provides tips on photographing art

• The technical aspects of creating 2D and 3D reproductions will be
covered in future webinars:

https://www.orsula.hr/en-us/EU-Projects/RCtoDC/About-the-Project
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https://www.orsula.hr/en-us/EU-Projects/RCtoDC/About-the-Project


Summary

1. Taking photographs of the object

2. Identifying the categories of information

3. Writing a short description, including additional information

4. Keeping the constituted documentation in a secure place
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Exercise
• Choose any object in 

front of you and 
describe it according to 
the Object ID standard.
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rctodc@rctodc.eu

rctodc@rctodc.eu

mailto:rctodc@rctodc.eu
mailto:rctodc@rctodc.eu


Introduction to Object ID: Guidelines for Making 
Records that Describe Art, Antiques, and 
Antiquities. Robin Thornes, with contributions by 
Peter Dorrell and Henry Lie, 1999

Documenting the cultural heritage. Thornes, 
Robin, and John Bold, eds. Getty Publications, 
1998
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https://www.getty.edu/publications/virtuall
ibrary/0892365722.html

https://books.google.hr/books?id=HYL9EAA
AQBAJ&newbks=0&lpg=PP1&hl=hr&pg=PP1
#v=thumbnail&q&f=true

https://www.getty.edu/publications/virtuallibrary/0892365722.html
https://www.getty.edu/publications/virtuallibrary/0892365722.html
https://books.google.hr/books?id=HYL9EAAAQBAJ&newbks=0&lpg=PP1&hl=hr&pg=PP1#v=thumbnail&q&f=true
https://books.google.hr/books?id=HYL9EAAAQBAJ&newbks=0&lpg=PP1&hl=hr&pg=PP1#v=thumbnail&q&f=true
https://books.google.hr/books?id=HYL9EAAAQBAJ&newbks=0&lpg=PP1&hl=hr&pg=PP1#v=thumbnail&q&f=true


Spectrum

• UK collection management standard that is also used around the world

• Developed by Collections Trust

• Advice on the things most museums do when managing their collections

• 21 procedures

• For museums of any size and any collection type, and for similar institutions 
with museum-like collections

• In recent years the standard has been adopted by a number of other 
countries and translated into several languages
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https://collectionstrust.org.uk/spectrum/

https://collectionstrust.org.uk/spectrum/


What is in a Spectrum procedure?

• A definition that tries to sum up the procedure in a single sentence.

• A fuller note on the scope of the procedure
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© Collections Trust



What is in a Spectrum procedure?

• Policy questions to consider • Minimum requirements
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© Collections Trust © Collections Trust



What is in a Spectrum procedure?

Suggested procedure in two formats:
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© Collections Trust

© Collections Trust



Units of information
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© Collections Trust © Collections Trust



Primary procedures

1. Object entry

2. Acquisition and accessioning

3. Location and movement control

4. Inventory

5. Cataloguing

6. Object exit

7. Loans in (borrowing objects) 

8. Loans out (lending objects) 

9. Documentation planning
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© Collections Trust
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Non-primary procedures

1. Condition checking and technical assessment

2. Collections care and conservation

3. Valuation

4. Insurance and indemnity

5. Emergency planning for collections

6. Damage and loss

7. Deaccessioning and disposal

8. Rights management

9. Reproduction

10. Collections review

11. Audit

12. Use of collections
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Spectrum

„Inconsistent data will almost certainly be a problem, 
even in the best-run museums.”

(Collections Trust)
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https://collectionstrust.org.uk/spectrum/procedures/

https://collectionstrust.org.uk/spectrum/procedures/


Dublin Core

• Standard set of metadata terms used for describing resources in a 
simple and consistent way

• Developed by the Dublin Core Metadata Initiative (DCMI)
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https://www.dublincore.org/

https://www.dublincore.org/


Use and Applications

• Widely used for describing digital resources in libraries, archives,

museums, and other institutions involved in information management

• Can be used in:

o Library catalogues

o Digital repositories

o Web pages

o Learning management systems

o Content management systems
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Title
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© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

The name given to the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Creator

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Person or entity responsible for creating 
the intellectual content of the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Subject

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Keyword or phrase that describes 
the topic of the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Description

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Textual description of the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Publisher

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Entity responsible for publishing 
the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Contributor

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Entity responsible for making contributions to 
the content of the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Date

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

A date associated with the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Type

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Nature or genre of the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Format

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

The file format, physical medium, or 
dimensions of the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Identifier

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Unique identifier for the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Source

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Reference to a resource from which the 
present resource is derived.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Language

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Language of the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Relation

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Reference to other related resources.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Coverage

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Spatial or temporal extent of the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
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Rights

© Internet Archive
[https://archive.org/details/catche
rinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up]

Information about rights held in and over 
the resource.

https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/catcherinrye0000unse_i5b4/mode/2up


Dublin Core

• Key tool in the world of information management

• Makes it easier to catalogue, share, and retrieve information
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https://www.dublincore.org/

https://www.dublincore.org/


The Europeana Data Model (EDM) 

• Metadata standard developed by Europeana

• Designed to enable interoperability, discovery, and integration of 
cultural heritage data across diverse institutions

• Built on top of existing international metadata standards, including
Dublin Core and CIDOC CRM

• Focus on capturing the relationships between cultural heritage
objects, their metadata, and other resources
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https://pro.europeana.eu/page/edm-documentation

https://pro.europeana.eu/page/edm-documentation


Key Features of the Europeana Data Model:

1. Interoperability

2. Linked Data Support

3. Modularity and Extensibility

4. Relationship Modeling
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Europeana Object
1. Cultural Heritage Item

• A physical artifact, or a digital item

2. Descriptive Metadata

• Descriptive (dc:title, dc:creator etc.), Relational and Linking 

Properties (e.g. edm:hasType, edm:isRelatedTo, 

ore:isAggregatedBy etc...)

3. Digital Representations

• Images, audio files, videos, texts...

4. Access and Licensing

• Rights and licensing information 

5. Multilingual Metadata
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Benefits of the EDM

• Enhanced Discoverability

• Cross-Institutional Collaboration

• Improved Access to Cultural Heritage

• Flexibility and Scalability

• Standards Compliance
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https://pro.europeana.eu/page/edm-documentation

https://pro.europeana.eu/page/edm-documentation


29.11.2024.

Follow the RCtoDC project on social media and visit our website:

https://www.orsula.hr/en-us/EU-Projects/RCtoDC/About-the-Project
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/rctodc
https://www.facebook.com/people/From-Raw-Collection-to-Digital-Collection/61566973212841/
https://www.instagram.com/rc_to_dc
https://www.orsula.hr/en-us/EU-Projects/RCtoDC/About-the-Project
https://www.orsula.hr/en-us/EU-Projects/RCtoDC/About-the-Project
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Please fill out the feedback form:
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